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From India to Japan

Patterns of Transmission and Innovation in Japanese Buddhism
This course takes students on a pan-Asian journey from India to Japan, via the Silk Road,
through an exploration of the origins, transmission and assimilation of selected themes in
Japanese Buddhism, and their subsequent developments within Japan. We trace the
beginnings and metamorphoses of selected figures of the Japanese Buddhist pantheon, like
the ancient Indian river goddess Sarasvatl who is worshipped in Japan as Benzaiten, and of
certain ritual practices, like the Japanese goma fire ceremonies and their relationship to the
Vedic homa rites of India, and we study about some of the illustrious Indian, Chinese and
Japanese monks who functioned as their transmitters. By way of these themes, we examine
patterns of transmission and innovation.

The aim of this course is to provide a wider Asian context and a layered understanding for
what students encounter in the many temples of Kyoto and nearby Nara, and in the
numerous festivals and ceremonies that take place within them. Themes discussed in class

will be amply illustrated through field trips to temples and festivals.

Japan's Security Policies

This course will introduce Japan’s recent security policies and foreign policies. The course

begins with an overview of Japan’s postwar history, including a brief sketch of its cultural,
social,political, legal, and economic structure. We then learn about the security situation in the
Asia-Pacific region, the U.S.-Japan security alliance, and Japan’s recent security policies including
the 2015 security legislation debate and policy debate on constitutional reform.

In today’s world, no nation can maintain its own peace and security alone. It is particularly

so for Japan, which officially has no military according to Article 9 of its Constitution and has
Self-Defense Forces for national territory defense that may be deployed abroad only for
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, or peace activities including UN peacekeeping
missions. In the security environment surrounding Japan, which is becoming increasingly severe, it
has become indispensable to strengthen the Japan-U.S. Security Arrangements and to enhance
thedeterrence of the Japan-U.S. Alliance, not only for the security of Japan but also for the peace
and stability of the Asia-Pacific region. Based on the robust bilateral relationship confirmed
through such meetings as the Japan U.S. Summit Meeting in April 2015, Japan and the U.S. are
expanding and strengthening cooperation in a wide range of areas, including ballistic missile
defense, cyber space and outer space.

Japan’s Government under Prime Minister Abe has been making significant changes to its

security policy which includes: the establishment of the National Security Council, the adoption of
the National Security Strategy, and the National Defense Program Guidelines. The direction for

new security legislation to ensure Japan’s survival was adopted by Cabinet Decision in July 2014,
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and in 2015 the government submitted the bill to the Diet. After intensive discussions lasting over
200 hours, the legislation was approved by the Diet on September 19, 2015.

The class will read studies and research accumulated in the field of foreign policies and

security studies, a sub-discipline of International Relations (IR) to examine how the recent
security policies have been created. The course objectives are: 1) to enable students to develop a
broader understanding of the key theories and concepts in foreign policy and security studies; 2) to
examine major security challenges of Japan and the Asia-Pacific region through the lens of theories

and concepts.

THE WARRIOR TRADITION IN JAPAN

One of the most popular and durable Japanese icons is the samurai warrior. Like all
traditions, that of the Japanese warrior has evolved over time through a combination of fact
and fiction, reality and myth. That is, the warrior class and the warrior tradition each have
their own history, and while the two histories often overlap, they are not identical. This
course will examine both of these histories: the rise and fall of the warrior class between
about the tenth century and the 1870s; and the evolution of the warrior tradition, which
arguably originated even earlier and persists today. Each of these histories has, in its own
way, contributed to the larger political, social, economic and cultural history of Japan.
Kyoto’s reputation as Japan’s “former imperial capital” obscures its place in the history of the
samurail. They fought ruthless battles in the city’s streets and palace precincts, but they also
sponsored the construction of grand villas, temples and shrines. Kyoto was the scene of
samurai political plots and intrigue, but also a major center for their practice of the peaceful
arts and Zen meditation. One scholar has even dubbed Kyoto the country’s first “castle
town.” Thus, through our study of the samurai, students in this course will also survey the
history of Japan and its “former imperial capital.”

Approximately half of the required readings are primary sources (in English translation),
including an 8thcentury gazetteer, excerpts from medieval-era war tales, domainal precepts
and “house laws,” and works of fiction.

We will consider the value, and the challenges, of using such sources for the study of history.

Minorities, migration and globalization in contemporary Japan

Demographic prognosis and increasing globalization of Japan clearly suggest that accepting higher
number of immigrants should be one of priorities for policy makers. While Japan and its political
elites are strongly opposed to open door policy especially towards low-skilled migrants a lot has
changed since 1990s and the numbers of foreign nationals living in Japan are constantly
increasing.

What are the factors behind this increase? Where these migrants come from and how are they
being integrated into Japanese society? What are the factors inhibiting more open door policies
and integration? What are the problems migrants face in Japan?

The course will cover a relatively wide array of issues related to migration; we will deal with

historical minorities, contemporary migration in various forms as well as emigration from Japan.
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Through discussion of these topics, this course aims to provide understanding of migration in the
wider context of the Japanese society and its changes. This should illustrate various meanings of
Japan for people who choose it as their destination and those who leave it behind in search for

better lives.

Japanese Film Culture

This course offers an introduction to film and visual culture in Japan by covering a wide range

of topics, including women filmmakers, representation of minorities and their communities, as well
as local film activities. Our class has a double aim. First we will learn the history, theory,

and analytical approaches informed by film studies in order to be able to read the filmic texts
accurately. Particularly, we will focus on the issues of gender, sexuality, and race/ethnicity, and the
ways in which they are expressed in form, content, and style. The second aim is to

understand and experience the film culture in national, regional, and local contexts, which

require not only film studies but also historical and sociological imagination. Therefore, our

goal is to learn how to read the filmic images and narrative, while paying close attention to

specific contexts in which these images and narratives are produced and circulated. As cinema
plays a critical role in forming identity and social reality both on personal and collective levels,

we will make recourse to film and visual culture to understand contemporary social, cultural,

and political issues in our daily lives.
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