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B East Asia and Globalization: Economic Development, Crisis and Recent Changes

Mondays 2:55 - 6:10 pm

Kang-Kook Lee, Ritsumeikan University

Objectives

In this course, we will study the historical experience of East Asian economies including Japan and
Korea, in terms of the role of the state and globalization. The East Asian countries succeeded in rapid
economic growth, led by the developmental governments that implemented industrial policy, trade
protection, and financial and capital controls. They adopted a strategic integration into the global
economy following the so-called East Asian development model. However, financial opening and
deregulation made their economic systems vulnerable, leading to the long-run recession in Japan and
the 1997 Asian financial crisis. After the crisis, there have been serious changes in the economic model
in East Asia toward a more open and liberalized system. They are, however, concerned about the
possibility of a vicious cycle of rising inequality and stagnant economic growth. The East Asian
governments are making new efforts to promote growth and reduce inequality. We will examine the
East Asian economic development model, the financial crisis, and the recent changes after the crisis in
this class. By taking this course, students will gain a better understanding of the current economic
situation and what is to be done for inclusive growth in East Asia. The format of this course is a typical

lecture by the instructor followed by discussion.

B The Eight Million Divinities of Kyoto: Introduction to Japanese Religions

Tues. /Thurs. 1:10-2:40

Instructor: Adam Lyons

Course Description and Goals

Kyoto is the ancient capital of Japan, and the city served as the center of Japanese culture and religion
for more than a millennium. This introductory course offers a survey of Japanese religions by drawing
on the resources of Kyoto and its surroundings. In addition to traditional reading assignments and
classroom discussion, we will conduct multiple research expeditions to museums and significant
religious and cultural sites in and around Kyoto.

The thesis of this class is that religious life of Kyoto is animated by tradition and transformation.
Exploring this theme, the aim of the course is to challenge students to deepen their knowledge of

Japanese religions and society and to strengthen their understanding of the connections between



history and place, and religion and culture. Course units are arranged to address major religious
traditions (Buddhism, Shinto, Christianity, and new religious movements), but we will cover a range
of topics that should interest students from a wide variety of concentrations. Topics covered include
media, economy, and modernism. There are no prerequisites for this course. Whenever possible,
readings are paired with either visits to related religious sites or recommendations for exploring the city
independently.

Are there really “eight million divinities of Kyoto?” What is the difference between a temple and a
shrine? What is a matsuri? Do Japanese people really believe in kami and Budd has? How many
religions are there in Japan? How much money is there in Japanese religions? What do members of
Japanese new religions believe? Do Japanese religions share a common worldview? If you take this class,
we will explore the answers to these questions together in the most fun way possible? By stepping out

into one of the most beautiful cities on earth to find the answers.

B Ritual practices and daily rituals: an introduction to the anthropology of Japan

Thursdays 2:55 - 6:10 pm

Carmen Tamas

Course overview

The role of ritual practices in a country that has more than one festival on any given day of the year
cannot be denied. It is a highly significant one that has pervaded the everyday life, where many gestures
have acquired a ritual meaning, be it social or sacred. The present course aims to offer an overview of
contemporary Japanese society with a focus on sacred rituals (related to religious practices) and profane
rituals, those daily practices that have gained ritual characteristics: cyclic repetition in a pre-determined

space, with predetermined participants, roles, and activities.

Course goals

The students will become familiar with general concepts related to anthropology and ritual studies, and
they will be able to apply them to contemporary Japanese society. They will be able to differentiate
between universal and culture-specific aspects, and use this knowledge to analyze both sacred and daily

practices.

MJapan in East Asia

Friday 1:10- 4:25pm
Patrick Strefford, PhD

Course Description

The East Asian region is perhaps the success story of post- World War Two economic development.



First Japan, then the Asian Tiger economies, then China and the Tiger Cub economies all experienced
periods of sustained economic growth that transformed their societies. Japan was a key player in
transforming the East Asian region. As the economies of East Asia have become increasingly integrated,
linkages between these societies have also become both deeper and broader. However, the region is
also facing considerable challenges. Security issues are dominant, examples being the Korean peninsula,
and territorial disputes.

Environmental/ natural resource issues provide another set of key challenges. How do we understand
these challenges and how do we assess Japan’s responses? This course will begin by outlining the
prominent theories of international relations, which will then become the tools we use to analyze the
important issues and challenges facing Japan in East Asia. We will pick up a number of prominent case
studies from contemporary East Asia, and investigate from the perspective of Japan’s international

relations.

Course Objectives

By the end of the course, students will be able to both understand, and apply, the primary theories of
international relations. In this way, students will become familiar with the theories and concepts of
international relations as an academic subject. Students will also gain an understanding of the
international relations of East Asia, focusing on Japan. Students are expected to be masters of their own
learning. All students will be expected to do a considerable amount of reading. Students will also be
expected to take turns in making in-class presentations on the reading. The purpose of these
presentations is to give students practice in presenting complex concepts in a clear and stimulating
manner. Discussions will be centered around these student presentations. Students will be expected to
participate fully in class discussions and presentations. Students will be expected to write a number of

short discussion papers, as well as a longer academic essay.
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